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Hp\y Not to Investigate Assassinations 


To the E<3[i:or;t ’ ’ ■ 

Approximately seven; months ago 
the Senate Se|kt Committee on Intel-^ 
ligence Acti^ties issued a report de- 
tailing the e^dence gathered during 
its fiye-month investigation of the 
assassinatlonUf President Kennedy- I 
participateif in that investigation and 
. in the drafting of the report. The in?- 
^vestigation, admittedly, dealt, witli only 
a handful of '^nnanswered questions 
j:; .surrounding the. assassination- Indeed^ 

I I we recommended that our successor, 
the pennaneiil^: Senate Intelligence' 
i:: .Committee^ coatinue tiie investigation. 
V Yet; it became increasingly obvious as , 
' diir iirvestigatioii progressed that'even 
: a massive, investigative effort was un-r- 
; lihely to produce evidence that would 
dispositively answer the ultimate ques- 
tion of why Pr^ident Kennedy was 
: assassinated- r ■ 

i r la September, the House overwhelm- 
j singly adopted a r^olution establishing 
a select committee that would inves- . 
tigate the assassinations of John F, 

, : . Kennedy and Mattin Luther King, Un- 


der Mr, Downing's chairmanship, that 
cotamiitee has for . the past four 
months blazed a media trail of injudi- 
; cious, linflammatory - and often irre- 
, sponsible public statements. These 
statements not only evidence that the 
committee has conducted . its investi- 
^ gations in headline-grabbing fashion; 

' they ^so unfortunately suggest a 
basic disregard for civil liberties and 
reveal that the committee is conduct- 
ing yet Mother, albeit unauthorized, 
Congressional investigatidn of the in- 
telligence agencies. 

- No events in recent history have 
shahen the country .more than the 
assassinations of John F, Kennedy and 
Martins Luther King, The extremely 
sensitive nature of these investiga- 
tions imposes upon the' committee a, 
special obligation tO' conduct the in- 
vestigations judiciously and privately. 
The proper time for the committee to 
''go public" is at the conclusion of its 
investigations* when all the evidence 
can be presented to the public in a ' 
balanced fashion. Then, and only then. 


will the citizens of this country be in 
a position to feach their own infonned 
condusions with: respect to the assas- 
sinations, They will also then be able ^ 
evaluate the performance of their 
(intelligence agencies an<t indeed, the 
^ performance of the House comihittee. 
The select committee will soori*sulj- 
'mit for consideration by the House 
^resolution seeking, among other thin^, 

: additional powers* two more years of 
life and $6,5 millioru Unless the ona- " 
mittee's new ohairmaJi, Representative 
Heniy Gonzalez* demonstrates the 
abili^ and kitention 6o' conduct the 
investigations in responsible fashion 
befitting the House, I urge that the 
House reject the proposed resolution 
in the overwhelming fashion with 
which it adopted the iriitiai resolution 
estaBlbhmg the comniittee. y 

i ^ G, WALLACH ' 

; ^ Washihgton, Jan, 14* 1977 

The writer is former counsel to the 
Senate Select Committee on Intelli- 
gence ActivEfies. 
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